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RE: Ex Patte Presentation;

Dear Mr. Caton:

MK Docket No, 92-259
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starSiqht Telecast, Inc. (-star8ight-), pursuant to Section
1.1206(0)(2) of the eo.aission's aul.., hereby notifi.s the
eo_ission that repr••entativ_ of staraiVht and PBS lIational
oatacaat met with Lis. B. SJlith, x.gal Advisor to co.ai_ioner
Andrew c. Barrett, on Weclnesday, May 4, 1994. The substance of
the matters discussed is reflected in the attached sumaary. An
original and one copy of this letter has been submitted to the
Secretary.

Please direct any inquiries concerning this matter to the
undersigned.

RespectfUlly submitted,

VERNU, LIIPFERT, BERNHARD
MCPHERSON AND HAND

By: 'l'/L'~/ ~ /',,,,/
(~'rr'" ) 7 7'{" ,j...., J CJC.Lc.,~

M chael D. Berg

Attachment
Service copy: Ms. Lisa B. Smith

(with attachment)
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What Is starsight?

Starsiqht is the first interactive, on-acrHn television
pr~ guide, with one-button VCR record1nq capability.
DeliVered to viewers in the Vertical BlankiDCJ Interval (VBX) of
television broadcast siqnals, st&rai_t provid.. intoraation
aboUt proqr_ in progress, as well as concerning all available
progr_ over the next seven days.

When and Bow Will starsight Be Available?

The service will be available to aubtlcribers becJinning in
June, 1994 through the VBI's of PBS-affiliated stations. cable
tran_ission of Starlight as part of the retra..-ission of PBS
signala will be technically feasible without any action, expenae
or .adificationa by cable operators. Starsight will alao be _de
available to schools and other educational inatitutions free of
Charge to as.iat teachers in using "cable in the ClassrOOlll," and
to facilitate the integration of other television programming in
lesson plans.

WhY Is starSigbt Ayailability in the Public Interest? .

--It is an innovative, patented use of new technology.
--Its deployment is a pro-competitive, jobs-producing
development.

--It is, in effect, a roadmap to the information
superhighway. In a simple, low-cost, user-friendly way, it
will allow consumers to navigate the multichannel world of
the present and future.

--It will increase program diversity by making programming
more accessible to all viewers. In addition, it will be
partiCUlarly useful in facilitating the delivery and
availability of closed captioned programming to the hearing
impaired, to viewers needing second language programming or
translation, and for educational programming.

--StarSight will empower parents to inform themselves about
violent or other types of programming they may wish to
screen or limit for their children, thus reducing the need
for governmental intervention in this sensitive area.



II cable Retransmission consistent With the Cable Act and FCC
Rules?

Yes. sections 614(b) (3) (A) and 615(g) (1) of the Cable Act
of 1992 require retransmission of VBI aaterial if technically
teasible and prograa-related. The starsiqbt service is analogous
to the teletext service found in WGI CQntinental BroadcAsting to
be related to the primary video siqnal. The JmH criteria are
used by the FCC to define program-relatedness.

In addition, Conqress in the cable Act sought to promote
ca.petition in the provision of video services and innovative
uses of technolOCJY accessible to the public as widely as
possible. starsiqbt furthers th_e objectives. It also responds
directly to Conqress' expressed intent that the VBI be used for,
and that cable operators retrans.it "intact," all enhancements
provided for the purposes of "wider access for under-served
audiences" and future services such as for program information
and identification.

Ibat Concern Should the COmmission Be Aware of And Address?

As starSiqht prepares, in conjunction with PBS stations, to
rollout its new service, some cable MSO's have indicated that
they have purchased equipment to strip starsight from the
aiqnala. These VBI channels would be left dark. Some operators
have expressed a policy that they own the qateway for VBl
services and will not retransmit VBI services which they do not
own, even in must-carry siqnals, unless paid to do so. There is
no cost to the operators to pass the service throuqh; stripping
does require that costs be incurred.
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